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AT SIXAM. 


ON 
OCTOBER 
(7TH. 


Y 
IT'SBED- ICHIKA, 


ICHIKA! 
GET IN 
HERE!! 


OH, YEAH? THEN 
WHAT’S YOUR 
PAJAMA TOP 
DOING IN THE 

HALLWAY? 
YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO 

FOLD IT NEATLY 
AND PUTITIN /) 
YOUR ROOM!! [ 


ne SHUT UP, 
OFFAT got 
THE 
MOUTH! 


THAT WAS 
CLOSE. | 
THOUGHT 
SHE'D 
FOUND ME 
OUT FOR 

SURE. | 


> 


LISTEN, MA-BO, 
YOU'LL NEVER BE 
AREAL MAN 
UNTIL YOU CAN 
FACE HARDSHIPS 
AND OVERCOME 


HATCHED 
FROM ITS 


NO YOU 
DON'T! YOU'RE 
JUST A CHILD! 
LIFE IS ABOWL 
OF CHERRIES 

FOR YOU!! 


DON'T YOU 
UNDER- 
STAND THE 
DELICATE 
HEART OF 
A YOUNG 


WOMAN? _/ 
a 


i 


WHAT WAS 
THAT FOR, 
ICHIKA? 


Author's Note 
Part | 


Hello, this is 
Marimo Ragawa. 


As | write this, 
(have a huge 
swollen cheek from 
having my lower 
left wisdom tooth 
pulled. It’s been 
three days, but it’s 
still painful and 
bleeding. 

('m worried 

about the trip 

( have planned for 
tomorrow. 


~ 
(I hope I'll be able : aa 4 : 
to enjoy food.) A\)\) (4\ 
It takes me a ms 4 & 
whole hour to eat wh SX an 
a meal right now. sf MY hace YE \ 
Well, they say ; = 
eating slowly is ey 
good for you. LAs 

fi 


SIGH... 


STI- 
CATED ONES. 


THAT'S WELL. "UNDER 


NORMAL. 
CHILOREN 
OFTEN PICK 
ON THE 
ONES THEY 
LIKE. 


SERIOUSLY, 
| ENVY 
CHILOREN. 
THEY DON’T 


WHAT REAL 
PROBLEMS 
ARE. 


'MHERE | 
TO PICK UP | 
MINORU. J 


s begin gdod 


 orther/to b 


"0 DIE IF 
MINORU 
FOUNO OUT 
MY TERRIBLE 
SECRET! 


.. THE 
FRAGILE 
HEART OF 
AGIRL IN 


EVER STAYIN \ 
YOUR OWN BEAUTIFUL 
CLASSROOM? & WORLD 
OF MY 
IMAGINATION! 


| SHOULON’T 

HAVE TO GO 
LOOKING 
FOR YOU. 


YOU'RE SO 
UNSENSITIVE! 
WHY CAN'T 


4 YOU BE 
\\ MORE LIKE 


TAKUYA? 


|| Y-YES. ARE 

||} YOU GOING 
TO BE IN 

HERE LONG, 


WOULD YOU 
DEPRIVE ME 
OF MY BEAUTY 
REST? ASA 
FELLOW 
WOMAN, 
| THOUGHT 
YOU'O UNOER- 
STAND! 


vy 


| WAS N-NO, 
JUST_}} THANKS. VLL MAKE 
TRYING 1 CAN YOUR BED 
| TO BE coir |’ IF YOU 
\ NICE. MYSELF! WANT TO 


\ I'M GOING TO 
SLEEP! IF 

| DON'T GET 
ENOUGH 
REST, MY 

SMOOTH SKIN 
WILL BE 
RUINEO!! 


NOW 


w- 
WAIT 


A Go. |} 
MINUTE! GO OUT 
( THERE. 


7 \ \ 
ZT 


\ 
\\ 
\ 


wl SHOULO 
BE ABLE 
TO SLEEP 
AT 7:30 PM. x] TONIGHT. 
THAT 
SAME DAY, 
SHE CON- 
SIDERED 
VARIOUS 
MEASURES. 


J 


Ws 


<a 
SS 
~ 

SS 


WE 
WS 
Se Ss 


\\ 


AKIHIRO... 
OO YOU IT's 


HAVE ANY y 
|IOEA 7:50 BUT 
WHAT IT SHE 


Is? 


SHE'S 
HIDING 


SOMETHING. 


| 

DON'T ORINK . | Ih 
ANY MORE OR _" V1 14 
YOU'LL HAVE 

AN ACCIDENT 


| SHE HAS 
TONIGHT. || | A LOT OF 


WORRIES. 


ARE YOU TALKING 
ABOUT WETTING 
THE BED, ASAKO? 
HOW OLD 0O YOU 
THINK | AM? 


DON'T BE 

SILLY, YOU 
STILL HAVE 
MONGOLIAN 

SPOTS* 


ASW S : 
*MONGOLIAN SPOTS ARE BLUISH MARKS FOUND ON THE HIPS OF INFANTS. 


AS FOR THE 
FUTON, I'LL 
ASK MA-BO 
TO ORY IT 

OUT FOR ME. 
THAT'S IT. 


ICHIKA 
ISA 
YOUNG 


VLL WAIT UNTIL 
SOMEBODY 
DOES LAUNDRY 
ANDO THROW MY 
DIRTY PAJAMAS 
IN THE MACHINE. 


WHY ARE 
yOu 


CHANGING 
CLOTHES IN 
THE MIOOLE 


| WET 
YOUR 


|Ptease: A] ) PF? 


DON'T 


As 


| 


io 


AT THREE 
AM. ON 
OCTOBER 
IBTH, ICHIKA 


INVOLVED 
HIM IN THE 
COVER-UP. 


NS 


i AD 


Sa 


GLANCE 


FINISHED 
=| MY WORK 
| YESTER- 
DAY SO 
| COULD 

TAKE 
YOU OUT 


| WHAT'S UP 
-\ WITH FUJII. 


WILL YOU 
TAKE THIS 
Home, ////)\\\\ 
TAKUYA? K/f) 


MINORU 
WET HIS 
PANTS 
OURING 
NAPTIME. 


/ 

| 
SPANKY, 
SPANKY. | 


1 


oY) - ; a 
WAG g 


4 


SILEY\CE 


TRYING NOT : WE'LL 


-]| THANK 6Stug 
1) you, “GOIN 


SHE SAID | SAW HER \ TAKUYA, 
SHE WAS IN THE \ DO YOU 
GOING ENTRANCE 
HOME HALL A hy ciel 
ALONE. INET: ICHIKA 1S? 


ANO WHEN 


GOT BACK WR 


aX 


WHAT'S 
SHE 
THINKING? 


| FORGOT TO 


VLLRUN | GIVE HIM THE 
AND GIVE 


IT TO HIM. 


SO SHE 
CARRIED 
OUT HER 

PLAN ALONE 

ANO 

DESTROYED 


EVIDENCE. 


T 3:40 P.M. 
THAT DAY... 


i 
/ ICHIKA, IT’S 
LESS PAINFUL 
O BE 


7, AT FOUR 
AN 7) em. THAT 


SA 
DAY, THE |, , : 
crime |Z 
é yy) WAS RE- 
|} VEALED. 
iy 


F-Fu- 
FUSII! 


i 


YOU'RE 
EMBAR- 
RASSING OON'T BE 
Me. STUPIO! 


\\ 


THESE me 


HAVE TO BE 
"ROFESSIONAL- 


SLEEP 
V TONIGHT! 


WRONG, 
TAKUYA? IS 
SOMETHING 
BOTHERING 

you? 


| TOGETHER | /” 
| PEACE- | 
FULLY. 


BEING PART 
OF A BIG 
FAMILY ISN'T 
| ALL STRESS 
ANO STRIFE. 


Chapter 75 / The End 


WELL, | WAS 
THINKING HE 
MIGHT LIKE THE THREE, 
PRIZE |!woOn HUH? 
LAST WEEK IN 


THE GOLF 
TOURNAMENT. 


MY WIFE ANO | 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY LITTLE 

KIOS. I'LL BRING 


IT TO WORK y : = . “All| 
TOMORROW. ( 1 


A Te 


MINORU 
HAD A CAR 
OF HIS 
VERY OWN. 


THIS IS 
A OAD, IT’S 
REALLY ELECTRIC- 
COOL POWERED. 
Toy! 


Wk 
RK 


I 
‘ 


NOW TRY ; 
TURNING THE 
sTeeRING  |.//\ NATURAL! 


a 


A 


7 or . ald 
al Ait 


+ THOUGH 
MINORU 
WASN'T 


THE 
| GREATEST 1 
{ ORIVER.. 


THAT — 
CAR WAS 


wm HIS 
: FAVORITE 
‘ Toy. |‘ 


TOMOKO 
WENT OUT 
WITH HER 
FRIENOS 
TODAY... 


Author's Note 
Part 2 


( worked on a 
manga story for 
adults called “New 
York, New York” 
right before | did 
Chapter 15. 

As a result, my 
characters in 
Chapter 15 lack 
some of their 
chubbiness and 
seem Kind of 
plain. After a 
manga artist works 
on something 
different, it 

takes a day of 
rehabilitation to be 
back in the groove 
again. Blah 
blah...S0 | tried to 
“shrink” my young 
characters in 
Chapter 1b. Let 
me tell you, it’s 
not easy to break 
a habit once you 
have it. 


VM NOT THINKING 
ABOUT LEAVING 
TAICHI WITH YOU 

ANO RUNNING OFF 
TO HAVE FUN!! 


Gi) LZ 
a y, 
Mt Me, 


TAICHI'S 

oe’ | TOYS THESE 
DAYS SURE 
ARE FANCY. 


OOES HE 
WANT TO 
RIDE IT? 


a 
1G 


MINORU, CAN 
TAICHI PLAY WITH 


S FORAWHILE? 


BIG BOYS 
SHARE WITH 
LITTLE KIOS!! 
AREN'T YOU 

ABIG Boy? 


=} = TAICHI, 
GZ, ARE | 
“| You 
oKay? } 
Wh nN \ 
, 


AREN'T. YOU 
A BIG BOY? 


?\  TAICHI’S 
HAD THANKS 
Just ENOUGH. ALOT, 
GOT TAKUYA! 
STARTED. 7) 


ES 
SS 
— 


SEIICHI, HE 
JUST WANTS 


AS MAKING 
HIM MORE 
SELFISH 
THAN EVER. 


IT’S YOUR 
WELL, THE FAVORITE. ~~ 
BATTERIES Mos curry COM 
CAN'T LAST 
FOREVER. 


THEN HE’LL 
GET TIRED 


REAT, 
HYSTERIA 
FOR 


HE LOVESIT. 
HE CAN'T GET 
ENOUGH OF 


THANKS, 
ae TOMOKO, 
UE: COMEIN.| ___/  THANKSFOR 
IS THATA HAVING 
MOTOR SEIICH| AND 
| HEAR? TAICH| OVER 
YESTERDAY. 
)\\ 
R | MADE A 
M PUDDING 
r yp THIS 
M 1 y MORNING. 
(TT\\ V 
: es 
~ 6 a”; R 
(( ) 
E f 1 M | HOPE ar 
YOU LIKE \ 
E M IT. 
QO 
HMM...1 OH, THIS 
CAN SEE MUST BE | 
WHY THE TOY 
TAICHI 4 eo. ro) CAR SEIICHI 
WANTS - was 
TO RIDE TALKING 
IT. ABOUT. 


A 
L 
R 
E 
A 
oO 
Y 
? 


| DON’T THINK 
STAN et 
UNDERSTANDS. Harr 
ACCEPT-| 
HEHAS — ABLE! 
TOLEARN 
TO SHARE 
WITH 
YOUNGER 


Wy, 
Lee LN 


MINORU 
DOESN'T 
LIKE IT 
WHEN 
ANYONE 
ELSE 
RIDES HIS 


THAT'S 
WHY WE 
HAVE TO 


MINORU, 
YOU'RE A 
BIG BOY, 

RIGHT? AND 
TAICHI'S 


"mM 
PROUD 
OF YOU, 
MINORU! 


BROKEN, 
MINORU. 


HE’S FINE. ’ 
BABIES JUST WHAT'S 


SHOUT WRONG, 
SOMETIMES. TAICHI? 
OION'T MINORU 
OO THAT? 


PATIENT. 
7 


MINORU LIKE 


a | REMEM- 
FOR BERED 
DINNER. SOME- 
GRINGING THING. 
MYBTEEMEH, 
UGYING 
LO/BE. 
re Be PATIENT: peels 
ZL " FEELING. 


CAN'T 


WELL, We 
| GUESS SO, WAIT | |T’'SLAST 


BUT THE = |] ,,,0%, | NIGHT ALL 
CONSTANT GET OVER 

NOISE IS TIRED \ AGAIN. 

GETTING y 


57 


Yi MINORU, 

YOU HAVE 

TO STOP 
ACTING 


sO 
SPOILED! 


OAO’S RIGHT. 
YOU'RE OLDER 
THAN TAICHI, 


TO BE MINORU 


e PATIENT? 


\\ % Oo 
\ \ q . 
| DION'T 2 \ 
CHOOSE - A\\ \ | : 
TO BE = : aa S 
ABIG 


BROTHER. in | 


| NEVER TOLD 


WHAT 
WAS IT,12. SHOULD } 


WANTED AA! 00? 


BUT IT WOULD 
BE REALLY 
NICE IF YOU'O 
LET TAICHI 
PLAY WITH IT 
SOMETIMES, 
OKAY? 


THAT'S 
AND WILL ae 
YOU 
LISTEN 
TOME, 
Too? 


THE CAR IS 
YOURS TO 
PLAY WITH, SO 
| WON'T TELL 
YOU NOT TO 


BUT MAYBE 
WE COULD 
HAVE THE 
CAR REST 
BEFORE 
BREAKFAST 
AND AFTER 
DINNER. 


--SOME- 
TIMES 
| FEEL THE 
SAME WAY. 
THERE ARE 
THINGS YOU 


WHY DID 


toususr | me 
o 


HAT ? 
DINNER! AIRS S 


PERE AIT, 


~~ 


-m<—WAMNVS— 


iy WwHaT A 
A SWEET 
CHILD! 


wr 


oa |}HUH? 


THERE ! 
YOU ARE. TAKUYA! 


= 


/ 


WHAT? 
O10 YOU 
JUST SEE 
AGHOST? 


ae 


ie 


NATURALLY, 
GON AAD 
TO HAVE 


A 
GRANDMA... 


ARE YOU 
AFRIEND 


OF MY 
GRANDSON? 


HE RAN OFF 
WITHOUT 
DOING ANY 
OF HIS 
WINTER 


BREAK 
HOMEWORK! 


Author's Note : Part 3| SHUT UP, 


\ PRUNE 
The History of Tadakichi | \ \\ | y yi FACE! 
y i \ / ; GO BACK 
Gotoh’s Hair TO YOUR 
HOUSE IN 
SHIZUOKA!! 


Tadakichi through 
Volume Six Before 


L 


Tadakichi after Volume 
Seven After 


KIOS THESE 
OAYS DON'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO SPEAK 
TO THEIR 
ELDERS. 


Hair restoration treatment? 


Can you guess what 
(liked most about 
working on chapter 
1? 

| really enjoyed 
drawing Shotaro 
Gotoh as a young 
man! But it 

was a lot of work 
researching 
uniforms of military 
schools for those 
few panels. 


| found out the 
uniforms differed a lot. 


THINGS ARE 


PROPERLY 2 WHAT MAKES YOU 
[7 THINK YOU CAN 
ARRANGED IN 
SNOOP AROUND 
THIS KITCHEN. , 
TAKUYA’S KITCHEN 
IFOUND WHAT =f AND FIX 
\ NEEDED WITH | YOURSELF A 
ARE YOU RK  ORINK WITHOUT 


N ORIGINALLY ASKING? 


zHfBSS 


WE LIVED IN 


KUMANO! 
UNTIL WE 
Now my HANDED THE 
HUSBAND SHOP OVER 
ANO I LIVE TO OUR SON 
WITH OUR. %, 7 TADAKICHI DP 
ELDEST  %y,%3 AND HIS WIFE Wa 
SON'S &° MORE THAN Z 
FAMILY IN TEN YEARS 
SHIZUOKA. AGO. 


ey i: 
oA R 
pry 


i y 


GRANDMA, 
HOW LONG 
WILLYOU THEN YOU 
BE STAYING MUST 
HERE? : KNOW 
ALOT OF 
PEOPLE 
AROUND 


| THOUGHT 
THAT TEA 


WHAT WAS 
| SAYING? 


DON'T LIE. 
THERE'S 
GOTTA BE 
\ SOMETHING. 


THERE SOME 
REASON YOU DON'T 
WANT TO GO 


hapa K-KISS OF 
ARE YOU ALL : 
RUDE KIDS... RIGHT? DEATH... 


EVERY TIME 
WE ASK HER, 


A QUESTION, : q on 
ae SHOWED 
PRETENDS DIOSHE UP OUT OF 
SHE DOESN'T REALLY “hE BLUE. 
HEAR US. Just 
WANT TO 
= SEE US? 


. AZ| GOTOH LIQUORS B% 
LI AY ke fe LI Bil Fe FET FS Ei 


Goo Jee we ese Oe 
% ee — ———4 -———_ | 


ON THE OTHER ENO 
OF THE LINE: 
OLDER BROTHER 
IN SHIZUOKA 
TADAHISA GOTOH, 


MOM ANDO 


OAD HAD 
SOME SILLY 
QUARREL. 


0 LIKE TO 


See NTU, BUT I'M NOT 


A CUSTOMER. 


WELL, SHE 
HASN'T VISITED 
US FORA LONG 

TIME, SO LET 
HER STAY FOR 
AWHILE. 


4. 


GON'S FATHER 
TADAKICHI GOTOH, 


OID YOU FIND 
OUT WHY SHE 
CAME TO 
VISIT? 


| CON'T 
THINK IT’S 
ANYTHING 
SERIOUS. 


| JUST HEARD 
THAT MITSU 


HANAE! 
IT’S BEEN 


WHO DID 


YOU... MITSU? 
WELL, MY 
MOTHER- 

IN-LAW 
IS OUT 
RIGHT NOW. 


ALONG 


THEY'VE 
BEEN 
FEUDING 
SINCE 


WITH MY 
MOTHER. 


THEY'VE BEEN 
NASTY FOR 
GENERATIONS, 


THE TAMADATE 
TOO, IT SEEMS. 


FAMILY HAS 
BEEN FAMOUS 
IN THIS AREA 
SINCE MY 
FATHER'S 


GENERATION. 


EVERY TIME 
THEY GET 
| TOGETHER, 
| THEY SAY 
\75s NASTY THINGS 
7 TO EACH 


A\ OTHER. 


\ 
LS 


SOMETHING 
MUST'VE 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN THEM 
ALONG TIME 
AGO. 

Poet 


THEN 
YOU'RE... 
TAMAOATE’S. 
GRAND- 

MOTHER? 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO LEAVE 
A MESSAGE? 


ASK MITSU IF SHE 
CAN HANOLE 
THESE HIP WAYS 
OF TALKING. 


| HAVEN'T 
HE USED TO BE 
ia HANDSOME AND 
ATHLETIC, BUT PHYSICALLY 
TIME HAS ANO 
ren tae MENTALLY. 


few 
WRINKLES 


i YEAH, 
WON : HE’S TAKA 
SEEING HIM we } . weaer f 
AGAIN SOME j ane 


TIME. oS . 


"mM 
GONNA 
BE SICK. 


4 ANO SHE TOLD 
US THAT BACK 
IN THE OLD 


THE NEIGH- 
BORHOODS 
\ OF TOKYO! 


YOUR 
FRIEND 
TAKUYA 
SEEMS 
LIKE A 
NICE BOY. 


YOU 
THIS AREA WAS : ALREADY 
PROBABLY KNEW 
THAT? Aw... 


VM NOT 
THAT OLD, 


x 
® 
* 
a 
e 

@ 
e 
© 


| DON'T 
KNOW WHY, 
BUT HE USED 
TO RIDE 
THROUGH 
TOWN ON 
THE SCHOOL A 
HORSE. 


SHE'S THE 


HANAE 
WAS IN 
LOVE WITH 
YOUR 
GRANO- 
FATHER. 


THAT HANAE 
WOMAN A 
FRIEND 
OF YOURS? 


APOLO- 
GIZE AND 
ASK HIM 
TO COME 
GET YOU! 


FIGHTING 
ABOUT, 
ANYWAY? 


gE 


aN 
" 


ON 


MOM, |S THAT 
WHAT’S BEEN 
ON YOUR 
MINO? 


SHE HASN'T 
CHANGED 


STILL AS 
OOwbdy AS 
EVER, | SEE. 


THAT MAY 
HAVE BEEN watever WHY 
MEMORIES ONE OF THE ARE YOU oe 
ARE FLOOD- epee 
ear CK! Z | DISLIKED 


TALKING 
ABOUT? 


YOU IN THE 
OLD DAYS, 
BUT I'MLONG 
OVER THAT! 


YOU WERE 
ATTEND- 
ING ARMY 

ACCOUNT- 


ALL OF YOUR 
DESCEN- 
DANTS LOOK 
LIKE YOU IN- 
STEAD OF 
SHOTARO! 


IT WAS WAR- 
TIME AND LIFE 
WAS HARD, BUT. 

THE SIGHT OF 
YOU MADE ME 
FORGET ALL MY 


SHOULD 
I LISTEN TO 
YOUR 
DISGUSTING 


BEEN FULL WAITA 
OF NASTY MINUTE! 
THINGS 
| WANTED 
TO SAYTO 


oO 


OON’T ACT 
LIKE TIME 
HAS 
PASSED 
YOu BY. 


MITSU, YOU 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
AROUND 
| HEREFOR 

TEN YEARS... 


RUNNING 


THOUGHT A 
LOT. 


-SOME- 
THING 
LIKE THIS 


' 
THOUGHT 
HE WAS 
SWEET, 
BUT NOW 
| KNOW... 


wHE JUST 
DION'T 
KNOW HOW 
TO FIX MY 
SANDAL. 


x 


WHAT? SHUT UP. IT'S 
O10_YOu NO FUN TO 
Bay FIGHT WHEN 
ees Pa YOURE LIKE 
Ms. 
YAMA- 
= ¥ MOTO 
< PASSED 
AWAY. 


a ae U7Pe& < 
AY) ~~ 
\ ata N 


WITHOUT SAYING 
ANYTHING. 


OH MY GOOONESS! 
EVEN THOUGH WE'RE OLD, | STILL 
HAVE FEELINGS FORHIM. 


YOU WENT 
LOOKING FOR 
HER BECAUSE 

YOU WERE 

WORRIED 

ABOUT HER, 
HUH? 


SHOTARO’S 


HAIR HAS 
THINNED. 


OOESN'T IT 
EMBARRASS 
HIM TO SAY 
THINGS LIKE 
THAT? 


THE TRUTH 
1S... WHEN 
YOU MOVED 
AWAY TEN 
YEARS AGO, 
| MISSED 
YOu. 


A 
As 
Z ‘Ny 


Ny, 
| WON'T HAVE OTHERS” 
CALLING US OLD-TIMERS. 


HOLD ON 


YOU KNOW, WE'RE PART 
OF THE PRESENT, TOO. 


WHAT'S 
THE 
MATTER? 
YOU'RE 
FROZEN. 


SHOTARO? DEAR! ARE GRANOPA! 


yOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


WEE-OOH WEE-OOH 


THERE’S STILL A LOT OF LIFE LEFT IN 
ME, ANO I'M GOING TO ENJOY IT!! 


=I 
HMM...NOW THAT ifs) 
| KNOW SHE'LL BE i ‘A ( MSIL. 
AROUND FORA 
f BE STAYING 
WHILE, SHE’S JUST HA SiGtARe 


3 AWHILE 
ANNOYING. .... oe GOTOH WAS 
TAKEN TO 


= A HOSPITAL | 
Qa IN KUMANOI 
S CITY AND 
DIAGNOSED 


"MA SUPER 
GRANDMA! 


Chapter 77 / The End 


SHOW THIS 


MORNING? 


NO. 
| WATCHED: 


PARENTS. ] 


IT JUST MAKES 
YOU STRESSED 


/ 
/ THEY MOVED IN 


WE'VE NEVER / OH? 
REALLY TALKED. / 


YOU KNOW AN 
AWFUL LOT 
ABOUT HER 
FOR NEVER 


A HURRY, BUT 
| GUESS YOU 
WERE JUST | 
GOING 
SHOPPING. / 


/ _ YOUNGER 
| THAN MINE. IS 
SHE A GIRL? 
WHAT'S HER 
NAME? 


BUT 
THIS IS 
FINE. FRESHER 


~ / Be moines ||} 'S BETTER, 
ES ) TO MAKE 


RIGHT? 


"LLUSEIT MISO SOUP 
\ RIGHT WITH IT 
=—\ aAwayso Ay TONIGHT. 


| NEVER | 
REALLY DON'T | DOESN'T 
NOTICED. KNOW. is 


Author's Note OH!! 


Part 4 


WHAT’S 
WRONG, 
MINORU? 


Questions from My 
Readers: 


Q:How long does it 
take you to finish 
a chapter? 


A:L have a deadline 
every two weeks, 
60 that’s how long 
\ spend on each 
chapter. | need 
a week or more to 
create a story- 
board with panels 
and rough sketches. 
It takes a couple of 
days to pencil it 
and about four 
days to ink it. | have 
assistants who help 
me with all this. 

But the truth is, 
even if | had a 
whole month to do 
the work, I'd prob- 
ably still turn it in 
at the last minute. 


Q:Did you use a 
colored pencil for 
the purple bacK- 
ground behind 
Takuya on the back 
cover of Volume 11? 


MINORU, 
CUT IT 


A: used a crayon — 
an oil pastel, to be 
precise — which is 
for professional 
use and a little 
More expensive 
than children’s 
crayons. 


Q:What are the steps 
involved in 
creating manga? 


A:Please refer to 

the Author's notes 
in volume 8. Do | go 
through these steps 
every time? Abso- 
lutely. It's the only 
way to create good 
stories. 


OKAY, BUT \ 
JUST THIS 
ONCE. UN- 
DERSTAND? 


h_ 


| FEEL LIKE 
CRYING, 


ARE VERY 
SENSITIVE 
TO THEIR 
MOTHERS’ 
EMOTIONS. 


RK 
AND KIDS, | 
TOO. 


a 


EVERY TIME BuTI’MNoT |] / 5 
HAYAMI 1S ON DOING A 7 
MY BACK AND PROPER Jos |}\ HUH? RIGHT? Wy 
HE STARTS IN THE FIRST |} \ OH. Pak 
TO CRY... : : 
v7 ow f 


Ny 


YOU KNOW 
| LIKE IT 
SALTIER 

THAN THIS. 


} OH, STOP 
CcOM- 
PLAINING, 
SEIICHI! 


FESSIONAL 
COOK, DAD! | 
HAVE A VERY 


ANOT If 


REALLY)} 


SENSITIVE 
TASTE, MY 


NO. SHE'S 
HER NAME |S 
Senne YOUNG AND 
SHE'S SO SWEET 7 MEE 
ANDO FRAGILE IT 
MAKES ME WANT 
TO PROTECT HER. 


° 
u 
s 
iL 
Y 
? 


5 YOU HAVEN'T 
Two EVEN MET HIM. SIGH...\ BET HER 
sere BUT | WISH MY HUSBAND IS 
HOPELESS. WIFE WAS HANDSOME AND 
SWEETAND | GENTLE.I'MSO 
FRAGILE. \ JEALOUS. 


DON'T 
PUSH 
REALITY 
AWAY WITH 
EARPLUGS. 


«. THROUGH 
HE WHOLE 
BUILDING. 


YOU'RE STILL 
ACHILD YOUR- 
SELF. THAT'S 

AB WHYIWss 
\ \ AGAINST 
HAVING A KID. 
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HE 
HE’SCRIED PLEASE 
COensT SO MUCH 


WHAT BETTER 
ARE YOU YIPEE!! 


READING SO 9 
INTENTLY, 
SHIHO? 


«WOULD MY. 
HEADACHES 
GO AWAY?. 
WOULD | BE 
ABLE TO 
SLEEP AT: 
NIGHT ?.WOULD. 
| BE ABLE TO 
GET. THROUGH 
A DAY WITHOUT. 
CRYING? 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW 
EVERY- 
THING YOU 
CAN ABOUT 
1T, HUH? 


ALL THIS 
CRYING 

CAN'T BE [ 

NORMAL. 


my 
HUSBAND IS 
DISGUSTED 
WITH ME. 


| THINK 
IT’S YOUR 
IMAGINATION. 
BABIES ARE 


REALIZE. 


ONLY NOBODY 
|KNOW!! UNDER- 
STANDS... 


«HOW MUCH 
I'VE BEEN 
SUFFERING!! 


FEELING BAD, 
HUH? WHY 


DON’T YOU 
TELL ME 
ABOUT IT? 


WHAT WAS 
HE LIKE? 
DIO HE 
ALOT. | cry ALOT? 


DON’T ALL 
KIOS WANT 
ATTENTION? 


CAN'T YOU 
TALK TO HER 
ABOUT IT? \ *\ TALK WITH 
OR MAYBE / HER. 
MRS. KIMURA? J } 


; ANOMy = TAICHI HAS 
WOULON'T || MOTHER-IN- BEEN SUCH To 
KNOW WHAT Law says ANEASYBABY, TELL , 
SHE JUST | HAVEN'T ie 
LET SEIICH! EXPERIENCED y2iry 
RAISE MUCH hs 


HIMSELE!! —- OIFFICULTY! 


YOU JUST \ 
WANT ME 
TO TALK 


TO HER, 
RIGHT? 


ic 
| 

zi 
p< Zi 


ie 
ae 
) 


Bis 


IF YOU DON'T 


SEEMS HAYAMI'S 
sO CRYING... 
CLOSE. 


AND JUN’S 
VOICE... 
4 ..SGOUNOS 


SO FAR 
AWAY. 


Ne — 
| rena DEFINITELY. 
SURE I'M 
YOU A WHAT t / 
DON’T THAT AMI = 
RSUA- 
NEEOTO} PE! SUPPOSED ) 
PER- || SIVE. TO TELL 
qHen\ SADE | HER? q 2D 


WHY WON'T 
YOU ORINK 


STARTING 
TO ABUSE 
HAYAMI! 


Chapter, The-End 


| CA 


NS ERS 


pe 


J-JUST A 


| | MOMENT, 


PLEASE. 


] /ANO THESE \ 
__| ARE TAKUYA / 
S/N minonu. | ie. 


"WE MET AT 
THE SUPER | Sin / 
MARKET THE | ; 


DAY BEFORE | _ 
YESTERDAY. < eke 


* 
xguit\ 


TOLD ME ALL 
ABOUT YOU. a 


) I'VE BEEN 
TRYING TO 
GIVE HIM 
MILK, BUT 
HE WON'T 


(Mie 


) 


SS 


<— 


G 


4 


/ 
SEIICHI, CAN YOU 


wow, NO ( 
TEA BAGS! \ 
HOW 


a es | 
A\\\Nit 
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THEN HE 


| GUESS I'M 
OLD 
TO SOMEONE 
| TAKUYA'S AGE, / ENOUGH TE 
“GRANNY,” ANY WOMAN 
TOMOKO! / WITH KIOSISA 
/ Ma'am! 


LOOKS LIKE 
HE'S GOTA 
SORE CHEEK. 
MA 


BE A COLD 
CLOTH WOUL! 


Oo 


Author's Note: Part 5 


Chapters 18 and 14 
are about a mother 
who's having a hard 
time with her child. 
We often say 
“Mothers are 
strong,” but it’s not 
easy to raise Kids, 
especially without 
help. Even the 
strongest mothers 
must feel like 
crying sometimes. 
Even if they pretend 
to be tough, they 


when somebody 
offers a helping 
hand. That is the 
theme of this story. 
(That was a long 
explanation...) 


Saat But | have 
a toothache... 
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ANO | USE 
SLEEPING 


| DON'T DOESN'T 
Pe YOUR peel | DON'T MAKE ENOUGH MILK, 
HUSBAND SO | GIVE HAYAM! FORMULA 
AS WEAK AS SAY ANY- YOUROWN AND JUICE 
YOU CAN THING? HEALTH? : 
MANAGE . 
ALL THIS BY 


HERSELF. a 
/ ~~ 


IN: 
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SEIICHI! 
| TOLD YOU TO 


TRUE! 


DON'T 
LISTEN 


TO HIM, 
SHIHO! 


Dil] WELL,IT’S | 


SEICHI! 
WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING? 


\ All 


ts 5 | 
Me 7 ! 
{) Re 
2D DAN ewaza, | | et 
y } ELL, NOT 
ma'am’ QUITE. 
i } 


HE'S STILL 
ALITTLE 
Fussy. 


DO Cg 
ISMILE... 


AT ] 
HAYAMI? ff 


x 
ASS 


BEFORE 
JUST YOU KNOW 
HANG 17, HE'LL BE 

AS QUIET 
THERE. ASTAICHI. 


SO HOW 
OOES IT 
MAKE YOU 
FEEL TO 
HAVE ALL 
THE DISHES 


YOUR DAILY 
CHORES |S 
FINISHED. 


ONE NICE 
DAY ISN'T 
GOING TO 
CURE HER 
DEPRESSION. 


| THINK 
SHE STILL 
NEEDS 
HELP. 


IF YOU ASK 


ME, THE ae 


MOTHER |S |- 
INEVER TOBLAME. 
LET MY 
DAUGHTER 
CRY LIKE 
THAT. 


| THINK SO. 
| NEVER 
SAW HER 
SMILE LIKE 
THAT 
BEFORE. 


YOU MEAN 
THE BABY OF 
THAT YOUNG 


IT’SNO 
USE TELLING 
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THAT BABY 
CRIES ALL 
DAY ANDO 
NIGHT. 


THAT GAN Wes 
! OIOHE || WASTHE : SH 


lee HEAR BABY'S ae <a 
us? |\ FATHER! / \ oS 
a 1G 
WN Pe af G ae 
a A al a ee t 
P a = a ur 


a 


WHY DO 
YOU LET 
HAYAMI 
CRY ALL 
THE TIME? 


BUT | HAVE 


“TO COME 


HOME ANO 

LISTEN TO 

THAT BRAT 
SCREAM! 


I'VE HAD 
THM 
EXHAUSTED 
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IT’S TRUE. TO TELL YOU 
HE CRIEO ALL ' THE TRUTH, 
THE TIME ANDO || FORA WHILE 


THE NEIGHBORS THOUGHT 


| DION'T LIKE’ 
MINORU. _ / 


ONCE | SAW 
HOW MUCH 
s| HE NEEDED 
ME, | STARTED 
NOTICING 
HOW CUTE HE 
WAS, AND 
| REALIZED 
| LOVE HIM. 


HUH?\ | CAN’T HA 
BeLieve HA... 


| TRYING TO 
| TELLUSTO 


THE GUY IN 
iE 


TH 
PHOTO AT 
THAT 


K 
A 
Ss 
u 
SG 
A 
! 


TOMOKO'S 
STRONG! 


eI] 


se 


‘BE =a 4 : : 

| yi eee errrrritiehny 

ti kere Lt 
co- 4 sg ee as 


‘ NY WE, THE GIRLS OF 
GRADE SIX CLASS 
0 TWO, ARE GOING TO 
\-—|_ BET ON WHICH BOY 
WILL GET THE MOST 
CHOCOLATE ON 
VALENTINE’S DAY! 


EVERYBODY, HE 
MALOOF Makes ors 
MYSTERY THINK HE LIKES GRADE Six, 


CLASS 
MAKES HIM ; pe cile ig : 
IRRESIST- . 


THE SIXTH 


1S TO- 
HIS ADORABLE 
SHIFUMI SHILE 
CHARMS 
EVERYONE, 
BOYS AND 
GIRLS ALIKE. 
WE JUST 
WANT TO 
CUDDLE HIM!! 


SIX, CLASS 
THREE. 
HE'S TALL 
AND 
A ATHLETIC. 


| CON’T 
THINK 
THERE ARE 
ANY OTHER 
PROMISING / 
ARE \ 607s. / 


THERE ARE A 
LOT OF GOOD- 
LOOKING BOYS 
IN OUR CLASS, 


SHINAKO’S FRIEND 
ALSO MAKING HER 


HE’S NOT 
REALLY 
GORGEOUS, 
BUT HE'S 
POPULAR 
WITH THE 
YOUNGER 
GIRLS ANYWAY 
BECAUSE OF 
HIS CASUAL 
FRIENOLI- 


FIRST APPEARANCE §: 


«BUT 
| COULD AS 
CHANGE sary... / 


ae 


IT’S OKAY IF 
WE GIVE 
CHOCO- 
LATE TO 

SOME- 
BODY 
ELSE, TOO, 
RIGHT? 


HOW ABOUT IF 
THE PEOPLE WHO 
GUESS WRONG 
Buy ICE CREAM 
FOR THE ONES 
WHO GUESS PWV 
RIGHT? 


p 


OSA 


MEGUMI 
YARIMIZO? 


a v 2 
( Cay 
mm 


i OH, HI.’ 
SHE CRASHED MEGUMI 
THE MEETING! YARIMIZO, 

CAN YOU 


\ BELIEVE IT? / 
\ 


) | SOALLOF YOU ANYWAY, I'LL 
| MAKE SURE THINK OF 
| TO GWE A PUNISH- 
| CHOCOLATE MENT FOR 
TO SOMEONE, THE LOSERS. 
OKAY? 


KAWANOUCH! | MORIGUCHI FUSI WILL 

Oeuprguen:  @irreer GET THE TAMA WILL 
THE MOST _| THE MOST MOST cern 
CHOCOLATE. | CHOCOLATE. CHOCOLATE. 


O MEGuM' 


KNOWING 
NOTHING 
ABOUT 
THE 
WAGER... 


OID YOU 
GET 
LAST 
YEAR? 


wANO 
SOME- 1GOT 
BODY PUT ONE FROM 


LAST YEAR? 
| DON’T 
REMEMBER 
GETTING 
ANY CHOCO- 
LATES. 


"mM 
THAT'S | ANYWAyIT WHY 
THEN. RIGHT. WAS OnLy “Cer 
oe LAST YEAR GSco- 
THAT THE CVS ce> 
bib £ TEACHERS f 
STARTED 
LETTING 
US BRING 
ve CHOCO- 
rf) 748 LATES TO 
SCHOOL. == 
@ 
— 


WHAT? 
YOU 
REALLY 
OION’T 
KNOW? 


KODA 


.« THE FACT THAT I'VE 
NEVER RECEIVED 
ANY CHOCOLATE 
DOESN'T MEAN 
THE GIRLS DON’T 
LIKE Me! 


Author's Note: Part & 


Lately my panels 
have gotten smaller 
because | run out 
of pages in each 
chapter. | want to 
draw bigger panels. 


5S Lay 


OO YOU 
THINK? AM 
| SHINING 


You've always 
drawn small 
frames! 


That's all. © 
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Wh ec | | NEED A BAG 
Mad id/| ; 


i 
\ 
iy 


vy Hy 
Py Mi ” 


y 


LOOK 
WHAT 
YOU DIO! 


TAKUYA, 
VALENTINE’S i 
OAY é 
PO ae j a THEY a 
GO Buy 
\ MPORTANT a SOME? 
ha 
raven 
OO, IN 


THIS IS 
FROM 
TEAM B 
OF THE 
OEVELOP- 


MENT 
DIVISION. 


THIS AS 
OUR 
APOLOGY! 


. TAKUYA ENDS 
UP EATING ALL 


HIS FATHER 
BRINGS HOME 
FROM WORK 
EVERY YEAR. 


SIGH 


HUH?] | sec- 
| HAVE SOME TON 
YOU DO? CHOCOLATES: eae 
FOR YOU TOO, 
YES, ; kRk 
omori? | E) 0 
= GOOD 
asthe kRK | Shine 
ee es 
L THIS 
TONING ‘one. 
YOUR r eS ca 
JACKET? 
f 
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JUST 
SO YOU 
KNOW, 
IT ISN'T 
GIVEN 
OUT OF 
OBLIGA- 
TION. 
IT’s 
FROM 
THE 
HEART. 


= NTMO 


° 


uM... 
THANKS 
ALOT. 


| CALL THIS 
“THE BOLD 
KAZUMI 
OMORI'S 
LOVE-LOVE 
STRATEGY 
WITH SENSUAL 


THIS IS 
NUTS! 
IT'S PROBABLY 
MELTED, 


DON'T WORRY. 

HE deen ||| Ceceaqer’ THIS LOW TO GET 
THING FOR YOU SEE WHAT 
TOQFEDOMNGE: HAPPENED? APEEK AT 


OMORI'S 
TREASURES? 


MAYBE, | AND NO 
Dariswras| GNES — LUNCHIS 


WHAT? IMPORTANT 
HEY, | GOT WAS Tome | ANYBODY *EROPT 
ONE. EVERYBODY GIRLS... ANY % 
a THINKS. CHOCO- 
FA LATES. 
y, > 
TAKENAKA? ae 
YOU DID? | \ 
y ca (|| foes J F 
. on — 
ee a 
)B \~ | 
( ) YOU 
THINK 
y so? 
i= 
me Sn 
| THOUGHT t aie 
HE WAS Y |SCHOOL. | S 
Just 2 | 
A BABY, 
BUT NOw... 
° 
ow 
) 
g ‘ y 
=) 


BE 
A 


THERE'S 
SOME- 
WHERE THING IN 
DID THIS...? MY SHOE 
CUBBY. 
= YUCK) \ WE 
7 = \| ANA Pee Vea 
~ oft EE  cHocotares: IN) | | ISNEXT ~ I) 
Ee Oy h : 
IT’S. 7 Ss <a 
SO 
macy, ro 
WORK: = 


sf 


THE BABIES 
BOTH GOT : 
CHOCOLATE, WHAT'S 
WE'RE AND... GOING ON? 
NOT 
BABIES! 


WHY HIM? 
HE’S GOT 
NOTHING! 


IT MUST BE | WHAT'S 


THERE'S 
MORE IN MY 
OESK, TOO. 


LOOK IN 
YOUR 
POCKETS, 
AKIHIRO. 


GEEZ...WELL , 
THisDoEsNT WHATRE | IT'S LIKE 
MEANIm  YOusO | AMAGIC 
GIVING HAPPY TRICK! 
ANYBODY ABOUT? 
ANYTHING ON 
WHITE DAY! 


YOU SLEPT 
THROUGH 
ALL THAT? 


'M THE 

CHAIRMAN OF WHY WAS 
THE STUDENT E _ j Head on, 
COUNCIL. WE - Z 

VOTED TO / DAY EXCHANGES 

1M SUDDENLY 

BaNAND THE Af LIFTED THIS 

PRINCIPAL j ’ YEAR? DID THE 

AGREED. & ¢ SCHOOL GET 


GENEROUS? 
YD, 
Wh 


y 


1 
/] 
hl 


Deane © 
jay STUDENTS 


NOT YET. 
WHAT 


ABOUT 
YOU, KUMI? 


SI 
MEGUMI SAID 
WE SHOULD 


TODAY |S 
THE DAY 
WE GIVE 

CHOCOLATE 
TO THE ONE 


ANO WE 
LOVE yOu 
THE MOST, 
SO... 


>). WE'RE 
> <\Giving Yo 


ry. on i 


( THISIS AT 
FOR |WELL|\ ? 


you. 


a . 


Now's 


MY 
CHANCE!! THOSE? RASS- 
IN 


IT’s 
RUINED! | 


UM...IT'LL BE 
TIME FOR THE 
END-OF-DAY 


MEETING 
SOON. 


IT LOOKS 
TERRIBLE. 


HUH? DON’T 
WORRY. YOU 
SHOULDN'T 
LET THEM GO 
TO WASTE 
JUST BECAUSE 


Sy 
Pras 4 _l 


DS 


iW 


“il 


BROKEN 
CHOCO- 


WELL, 
THIS IS THEN... 
FOR 


-WK2PIA 


| WISH THOSE 
GIRLS WOULD 
FORGET ABOUT 
BEING NICE 
TO ME ANDO 
cetese| SME TER 


<Oo- 


WHY DO WE , . 
HAVE TO | MEGUMI 6 KAKO ANO | 


2 || WILLJOIN WILL CHECK 
KUMADE? my US AFTER THE FINAL 
, CLEANUP. COUNT! 


WINN 
ya 


— 


NINE? WHAT? 


NANAMI TAKENAKA 4 


TOSHIFUMI OHKUBO 3 


WITH YOU? 


(NAOKI KAWANOUCHI ie. 
NO 


THE FINAL 
COUNT, 
GATHERED 


MATTER 


IN’ 


ID>DYODEH 
yo. wx2>r4 


ALL RIGHT! 
SO HERE’SA 
PUNISHMENT 
GAME FOR 
you! 


HAVE IT 
wo 


eee ” Dc 


ALREAD 
RKE! 


(aren 


ROLL THE DIE 
ANDO 0O THE 
TASK WITH THE 
CORRESPOND- 
ING NUMBER 
ON THE LIST. 


P / 
if, / 
/ / 
| i 
| SOUNDS 
|DANGEROUS. 
: ] 
Vi \ ff; 
hax 
o \ 
\ g 
as < 
> 


‘SQM2DQO0 


ye 
DHW ~— 


Yam 2p TOOND: > 
X 


= 


WSS = 
Sw 


= 4 


4 bt 
eR NWWED (9) PAVIA C2 
= m — 


7 


SS a Ts ye 
ELM TMP Te 


bey 4 
Y 
g 
7) ‘di iY 


‘e 


vl 


17 =dd 


VST 


DOES SHE 
HAVE A 
2, 


TAKUYA WAS 
STILL 


| PETRIFIED. | 


2 ii 
f Z t 
ee 2228 


RY 
Loy 


( 

I iN SELECTED 

f /y) ILLUSTRA- 

{ae TIONS FROM 
\ MY OLD 
\, NOTEBOOKS 

[TOP RIGHT] 


f= YOU MAY KNOW... 
’ LET’S CELEBRATE! 


. BABY & ME \S GOING TO 
BE AN ANIME! 


BY THE TIME THIS VOLUME 

COMES OUT, THE SHOW 

WILL ALREADY BE ON THE 

AIR. BEST OF LUCK TO ALL 

THE CREW AND THE VOICE == 
ACTORS! BUTTER — Z 
THEM UP, TAKUYA! A ae Vay oN 


'OLIKE TO THANK am 3 
EVERYONE IN i IS 
ADVANCE! } 


m 6 
A SMALL \ 8258. 
GIFT 


| SEE YOU IN | 
VOLUME 15! 

|  MARIMO, 

| JUNE 9, 1996 


